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Families during COVID-19

While its impact is universal, there is widespread evidence to show that the COVID-19 pandemic is hitting the
most vulnerable among us the hardest. For children who have experienced abuse or neglect or for those who
are at-risk of maltreatment, social isolation and economic uncertainty brought on by COVID-19 has had far-
reaching consequences. This includes the disruption of support networks, the suspension of critically important
services and foster homes in short supply. For children and families inching closer to reunification and those
working to avoid removal altogether, many are facing new obstacles like unemployment and homelessness.

At this unprecedented time, court appointed special advocate (CASA) and guardian ad litem (GAL) volunteers
have been a critical lifeline for children and families. Having a caring, consistent adult—someone who checks in,
follows up, holds the system accountable and puts the child’s best interests before all others’—can make all the
difference and help change a child’s story.
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COVID-19 Impact Snapshot

Throughout the pandemic, the National CASA/GAL Association has provided critical support to
programs and volunteers so they can practice effective socially distant best-interest advocacy for
children and families.
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Bright Spot

When COVID-19 hit, many courts went virtual. The situation with COVID-19 has
Now, parents fighting to restore their families only given us energy to do this
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minutes in court. That’s progress. advocate for children and families.
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http://nationalcasagal.org/covid-19

